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A Project for Every Lions Club

As a Multiple District Category “A” Project, | encourage every Lions club to become involved. The
opportunities are there; it is up to each club to take the initiative and engage with its local community in
working towards a cleaner and healthier planet.

At the Darwin Convention, Lions Australia took on the challenge of planting 1,000,000 trees by 30 June
2027.

Let us demonstrate what Lions can achieve when we work together towards a common goal.

Schools and Scouts have shown themselves to be particularly responsive to opportunities that allow them to
experience nature at its best. They can be extremely valuable partners in delivering the Lions Green Canopy
Project within local communities.

Keep Up to Date

All previous newsletters are available online through the Lions Australia website, under Environment /
Lions Green Canopy Project, and can be used as a valuable source of information and ideas.

You can also stay connected by following our Lions Green Canopy Facebook page, where we regularly
share details and photographs of successful plantings and activities.

Grow Your Own Native Seedlings

For those Lions who have access to native seed, I encourage you to consider
establishing your own nursery and growing seedlings from locally collected
seed. There may also be opportunities to grow additional seedlings for
neighbouring Lions clubs.

There is something particularly rewarding about growing a tree from seed
and then seeing it successfully planted in the community. Establishing a
small nursery can also become a worthwhile fundraising activity in its own
right.

Improving Seedling Survival Rates

We have been asked on a number of occasions how the project can improve
the survival rate of seedlings.

We all understand that nature will ultimately have its way, and there can never be a guarantee that every
seedling will survive. However, there are several practical steps that can be taken to give our young trees the
best possible start.

1. Prepare the Soil Properly

Make sure the soil has been adequately prepared before planting.

Opening and loosening the soil provides delicate new roots with a pathway to access water and nutrients
below the surface. Good soil preparation is one of the most important requirements for establishing a healthy
tree.

2. Use Fertiliser Carefully



Where appropriate, place a small amount of suitable, all-purpose fertiliser in the prepared planting
area.

Do not overdo the fertiliser. In hot conditions, particularly where water is limited, excessive fertiliser can
damage young plants and may even result in their death.

Remember that we are preferably planting native trees, many of which are adapted to environments where
nutrients and water may be limited. Too much fertiliser can therefore be counterproductive.

Where possible, use a fertiliser suitable for native plants and follow the manufacturer’s recommendations.

3. Protect Young Seedlings
Use stakes and appropriate wind protection to protect newly planted seedlln gs.
Protection from strong winds, together with a suitable stake to
support the young tree, can help it establish strong and stable upright
growth.

A well-established tree with a straight, strong trunk is better
positioned to develop an effective structure and distribute water and
nutrients throughout the plant.

4. Mulching

Apply mulch around the base of the plant.

Mulching provides two important benefits. Firstly, it helps retain
moisture around the root zone during dry periods. Secondly, it can
provide some protection to the soil around the base of the young plant
while its root system develops.

Take care not to place mulch directly against the trunk of the
seedling, as this can encourage problems with the plant.

5. Watering
Hand watering may sometimes be necessary during dry periods.
When planning your project, consider establishing a partnership with one or more local organisations and
developing a watering program for the first three to six months, where practical. This additional support
can make a significant difference while seedlings are becoming established.
Potential partners could include:

e Local councils

e Scouts
e Quides
e Schools

e Community organisations

e Sporting clubs

e Landcare groups

e Other community groups that share our commitment to the Lions Green Canopy Project
However, be careful not to over-water. Too much water can be just as detrimental as too little.
Excessive watering can encourage a shallow and weak root system because the plant becomes reliant on
readily available surface water. Roots need to be encouraged to grow deeper into the soil and seek naturally
available water reserves.
It is neither possible nor realistic to spend a lifetime watering a tree. Our objective should be to give each
seedling the best possible start and allow it to establish a strong, sustainable root system.

We would like to commend those clubs who participated in plantings during National Tree Day. It was good
to see clubs showing unity by sharing with their communities and other clubs.




Tell Us About Your Success

The committee looks forward to hearing about your projects and achievements after you have reported them
through the Lions Portal.

But don't stop there!

Send us your photographs and stories through Facebook so that we can proudly share them with
Lions throughout Australia.

If you post photographs or stories on your own Facebook page, don't forget to tag “LionsGreenCanopy” so
that we can help promote your achievements.

Be proud of what you are doing.

Every tree planted is a contribution to our environment, our communities, and future generations.

Good Luck With Your Planting

Good luck with your preparations for the March/April planting season.
Let’s continue to work together and show what Lions can achieve when we Serve Together.
Our goal is 1,000,000 trees.

Watch out for our newsletter as we share some exciting new initiatives for you to be involved in.

Let’s make it happen!
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