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The key to any successful program is planning. As we approach the
Autumn/Winter seasons, now is the time to make preparations for
your plantings. Any project, especially our own Lions Green Canopy,
must be prepared in advance and be ready to go.

HAVE WE DEVELOPED PARTNERSHIPS TO TAKE BEST ADVANTAGE OF THE BENEFITS OF THE
PROJECT?

If not already, your club should be forming a mutually beneficial relationship with other clubs,
schools, councils, Catchment Management Authorities etc. Your club may not have manpower
whereas a school, council or Landcare group may have the supporters, especially together with
your own members. Funding partnerships are also important.

HAS THE GROUND AND SURROUNDING AREA BEEN PREPARED FOR PLANTINGS?

To ensure your best chance of success it is essential that the soil is prepared appropriately ready
for plantings. In heavy clay soils it may entail a deep ripping of the area early in the season to
provide deep aeration of the land to allow for the easy penetration of water and help the young
plant roots to penetrate deep into the soil to secure a sound foundation for future tree growth.
In our drier Australian climate this could be a “make or break” in securing a strong start for
establishing our trees. Landholders, local government and Landcare groups can assist with this
preparation.

WHAT TYPE OF PLANTING ARE WE PREPARING FOR?

During your planning stages with your designated partners, a plan may be necessary for the
layout. For instance, your planting area may be as simple as a few trees around an oval or could
be as large as developing a wildlife corridor of trees for the benefit of birds and other fauna. It
might be as a sound barrier between a major roadway and a residential area. Our reasoning for
the planting must be clearly defined and the necessary requirements catered for. It could be as
simple as digging a small hole or it could be an extended corridor of three to five rows of trees.
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Naturally rows of trees would almost certainly require deep disturbance of the soil to provide the
best opportunity for the trees to grow.

HOW CLOSE TOGETHER SHOULD WE PLANT SEEDLINGS?

This will depend on the trees planted and the purpose of the planting. A wind or sound barrier
planting will likely require closer plantings. Of course, these seedlings will need to be “condition
suitable” and appropriate to the soil structure, just as a taller and bushy plant may be required
for a shade tree on an oval etc. We recommend you liaise with professionals in selecting suitable
plants.

WHEN DO WE PLANT?

There are many professionals in our communities who can assist and guide you as this varies
across the country. The early preparation of soil expands the opportunities and timing of planting.
In many areas, timing can be critical to ensure success so please work closely with your local
communities.
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HOW TO PLANT SEEDLINGS

You may say that’s simple - get the tree auger, dig a round hole in the ground, drop in the plant
and fill in around the plant - WRONG.

Remember, it’s all in the preparations. The worst way to plant
seedlings, particularly into clay-type soil is to drop them into a
hole. Over time, the roots will grow down but due to the tight
texture of the soil will grow around the hole which will result in
being “root bound” and unable to source the nutrients in the soil.
This leaves the plant without the normal root structure and
restricts the normal tree growth. It is fine to dig the original hole
with a tree auger however prior to the planting it is essential to
chip it out into a square configuration which forces roots, as they
grow, to seek options by forcing through the corners.

This offers up the most natural environment to provide a strong and healthy tree.

PURCHASING OR GETTING DONATIONS OF TREES?

Never be afraid to ask people for financial assistance or donations, it’s for your community. On
one occasion this year a group had $7,000 left over from a grant for a similar project and were
only too happy to assist. When ordering for plantings, ensure sufficient plants are ordered. A
minimum 20% to 30% increase on expected requirements is essential to allow for losses. Plants
don’t seem to require an excuse to succumb to the environment or bugs generally, so extras are
essential.

| hope this has been helpful in your preparations. Keep up the good work as results so far from
clubs are extremely positive.

Until next time.
Tim Moore

Chairperson
Lions Australia Green Canopy Program
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