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PHD RECIPIENT DR. ABDUL RAZAK

“l am sincerely grateful to the
Australian Lions Cord Blood
Foundation for their generous support,
which has been instrumental in
advancing my research on improving
outcomes for newborns with brain
injury. Your commitment to supporting
scientific discovery and innovation has
made a meaningful impact on my PhD
journey, enabling valuable
opportunities for growth and
collaboration. Thank you for making
this work possible.”

- Dr. Abdul Razak
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YEAR 2 UPDATE

My focus remains on exploring cell therapies to
improve outcomes for newborns with perinatal brain
injury, consistent with my original research goals.

Particularly, | am looking at the safety and feasibility
of allogeneic cord blood-derived cell therapy in
preterm infants with severe brain injury (ALLO Trial)
and the safety and feasibility of autologous umbilical
cord-derived cell administration following antenatally
diagnosed fetal stroke (STELLAR trial).

In addition, | am also exploring the neuroprotective
effects of expanded umbilical cord blood cells in a
fetal sheep model of preterm brain injury.
Furthermore, I'm working on developing an ovine
model of Intraventricular haemorrhage.

Over the past year, I've attended multiple national
and international conferences. Additionally, |
presented at the Newborn Cell Therapy Symposium
in Australia.

The Symposium highlighted that there are multiple
candidates for neonatal cell therapy that have
advanced through preclinical studies and clinical
trials, demonstrating encouraging signs

for feasibility, safety and efficacy.

| was also awarded the Eric Burnard Fellowship by
the Royal Australasian College of Physicians, which
has supported my professional growth.

The scholarship support has been invaluable,
enabling conference participation, fostering
collaborations, and broadening networking
opportunities. Through Monash and international
events, I've developed significant connections,
leading to ongoing collaborative projects and further
strengthening my research network in neonatal
regenerative medicine.



THANK YOU

ASSOCIATE PROFESSOR ATUL MALHOTRA

Dr. Abdul Razak, a highly skilled
neonatologist, joined our team as a PhD
student in 2022. The Australian Lions Cord
Blood Foundation PhD scholarship has
been a game-changer for him. Abdul has
excelled in his PhD, already publishing six
papers and playing a key role in the
groundbreaking ALLO trial.

This trial, which uses publicly stored cord
blood for the first time to treat preterm
infants with severe brain injury, is a world-
first study that could revolutionize the field.
| can’t think of a better researcher and
clinician than Abdul to lead this pioneering
work.

His efforts are making the inaugural
Australian Lions Scholarship shine through
his outstanding contributions. Abdul has
already won several awards for his PhD
work, and he is undoubtedly a rising star in
the field of cord blood related cell therapy
and science.

I'm hopeful that the Australian Lions Blood

Cord Foundation will continue to support “The future Of cord blood research
our team as we push the boundaries of . . e

research in this exciting area. A huge in newborns is promising, and

thank you to the Australian Lions Cord ’ U P

Blood Foundation for their invaluable we're (_)ptImIStIF about the .
support of our cord blood research at potentlal benefits as these studies
Monash.

move forward!”

Thanks to their backing, we've
successfully completed and published the

CORD-Safe study, made great progress on - Associate Professor Atul Malhotra
the STELLAR and ALLO trials, and are Consultant Neonatologist & Head,
about to launch a large international RCT Early Neurodevelopment Clinic,
(CORD-CELL) exploring cord blood-derived Monash Children's Hospital

cell therapy for preterm infants.
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https://pubmed.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/39674685/),

INVITED SPEAKING EVENTS

2024

* PSANZ meeting, Christchurch, NZ

* FNPS-NBS meeting, Nottingham, UK

» EAPS conference, Vienna, Austria

* Delphi Innovation Conference, Fort Lauderdale,
USA

 Pediatric- Neonatal Conference, Kuwait

» NeoPaed Conference, Sydney, Australia

» Neonatal Cell Therapies Symposium, Sydney,
Australia

UPCOMING EVENTS IN 2025

* PAS meeting, Hawaii, USA

» Premstem conference, Barcelona, Spain

» Neonatal Update, London, UK

» Neonatal Cell Therapies Symposium, Noosa,
Australia

2024 Neonatal Cell Therapies Symposium
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PUBLICATIONS / FEATURED ARTIGLES

Zhou, Lindsay &
Mcdonald, Courtney &
Yawno, Tamara &
Razak, Abdul &
Connelly, Kristyn &
Novak, lona & Miller,
Suzanne & Jenkin,
Graham & Malhotra,
Atul. (2024).
Feasibility and Safety
of Autologous Cord
Blood Derived Cell
Administration in
Extremely Preterm
Infants (Cord-Safe
Study).
10.2139/ssrn.49160
34.

Zhou, Lindsay &
Mcdonald, Courtney &
Yawno, Tamara &
Razak, Abdul &
Connelly, Kristyn &
Novak, lona & Miller,
Suzanne & Jenkin,
Graham & Malhotra,
Atul. (2024).
Feasibility and Safety
of Autologous Cord
Blood Derived Cell
Administration in
Extremely Preterm
Infants: A Single-
Centre, Open-label,
Single-arm, Phase |
Trial (CORD-SaFe
study). EBioMedicine.
111.
10.1016/j.ebiom.202
4.105492.

Razak, Abdul & Johnston,
Emily & Stewart, Alice & Clark,
Marissa & Stevens, Penelope
& Charlton, Margaret & Wong,
Flora & Mcdonald, Courtney &
Hunt, Rod & Miller, Suzanne &
Malhotra, Atul. (2024).
Temporal Trends in Severe
Brain Injury and Associated
Outcomes in Very Preterm
Infants. Neonatology. 121.
10.1159/000537801.

Razak, Abdul & Johnston,
Emily & Sackett, Vathana &
Clark, Marissa & Charlton,
Margaret & Zhou, Lindsay &
Pharande, Pramod &
Mcdonald, Courtney & Hunt,
Rod & Miller, Suzanne &
Malhotra, Atul. (2024). Early
Neurodevelopmental
Assessments for Predicting
Long-Term Qutcomes in
Infants at High Risk of
Cerebral Palsy. JAMA Network
Open. 7.
10.1001/jamanetworkopen.20
24.13550.

Robinson, Natasha. (21
March) Stem Cell ‘Elixir’ Hope
For Tiniest Babies. The
Australian.
https://www.theaustralian.com
.au/science/stem-cells-from-
premature-baby-umbilical-
cords-protect-against-
damage-to-brains/news-
story/045¢8d8b200e1987a23
3960ebeeaac89
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Ng, Nicole & Razak, Abdul &
Chandrasekaran, Preethi &
McLean, Glenda & Sackett,
Vathana & Zhou, Lindsay &
Pharande, Pramod & Malhotra,
Atul. (2024). Early
neurodevelopmental outcomes of
preterm infants with
intraventricular haemorrhage and
periventricular leukomalacia.
Journal of Paediatrics and Child
Health. 60. 10.1111/jpc.16654.

Zhou, Lindsay & Razak, Abdul &
Mcdonald, Courtney & Yawno,
Tamara & McHugh, David &
Whiteley, Gillian & Connelly,
Kristyn & Sackett, Vathana &
Miller, Suzanne & Jenkin,
Graham & Novak, lona & Hunt,
Rodney & Malhotra, Atul. (2025).
Early Neurodevelopmental
Outcomes of Extremely Preterm
Infants Administered Autologous
Cord-Blood Derived Cell Therapy.
10.2139/ssrn.5091667.

Riley, R. (2024, 14 Dec)
Breakthrough Research from
Umbilical Cord Stem Cells Can
Save Premature Babies from
Brain Damage. Herald Sun.
https://www.heraldsun.com.au/n
ews/victoria/breakthrough-
research-from-umbilical-cord-
stem-cells-can-save-premature-
babies-from-brain-
damage/news-
story/fb2cal4db7db2e5c6b59b7
d9a4bbff34



CONTACT
For further information, please contact:

Amber Skehan

Development Manager, Medicine
Advancement

Locked Bag 7

Monash University

VIC 3800

T. +61 414 608 179

E: amber.skehan@monash.edu

Donor Relations
Advancement

Monash University

E: donor.relations@monash.edu
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