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February 2025 
 
TO: All lions 
Re: Lions Category A Project - Green Canopy - Newsletter No. 1 
 
Welcome to the first of many monthly reports to help guide you and your club through the 
process of participation and to provide ideas on how your club can support this wonderful yet 
simple project. 
You are all aware that the Lions Green Canopy Project was passed at the Darwin Convention. It 
has taken time for the Council of Governors to get a suitable team together to develop this brand 
new Lions project. We are now in place and are preparing for the official launch at the Multiple 
District Convention at Traralgon in May this year. 
Like all projects clubs undertake, it takes time to formulate an appropriate plan and to put that 
plan into action. 
Our suggestions will hopefully provide you with the reassurance and support needed, to 
participate and nurture this ongoing project. 
 
WHERE CAN WE PLANT OUR NATIVE TREES? 
 
Now is the time to look at the options available. Some city clubs have concerns that they cannot 
participate due to the lack of options. I disagree!! Each and every council area, whether city or 
country orientated, have areas of concern that require attention. Whilst they annually have 
budgets to cover the supply of suitable trees, many regions have limited options when it comes 
to labour to plant those trees. 
Keep in mind these suitable areas are not limited to council areas. Landholders, retirement 
villages, homeowners and developers alike, are increasingly aware of the needs our our 
environment. Greening of new land developments or growing a green corridor through their 
properties are now high on their agendas. We are therefore only limited by our imagination as to 
the areas available. 
 
WHAT DO WE PLANT? 
 
There are several factors to consider here. We need natives or others suitable to the particular 
area. For example a wet gully area in the city limits may require trees and/or shrubs able to absorb 
large quantities of water and be alkaline resistant. A rural outlook is better suited with drought 
resistant varieties and tolerant of a clay soil. There are varieties that are suitable to almost any 
soil type you may encounter. These are all issues to consider when selecting plants. 
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WHO DO WE TALK TO? 
 
Most of us do not have the knowledge to select suitable plants therefore we must seek the 
assistance of a person suitably qualified to guide us in the selection. Choices here are endless. 
Nurseries, council garden staff, horticulturists, town community nurseries, Landcare groups etc. 
etc. For larger city areas consideration could be given to working with the local botanical garden 
leaders who are there to assist where possible. 
 
WHAT WILL IT COST MY CLUB? 
 
It may cost you nothing other than your labour or administration of the project. Companies large 
and small enthusiastically promote the sponsorship of environmental projects, particularly in 
their local areas. Mining companies are required to submit a proposal on how they will rejuvenate 
areas after mining when applications are submitted to councils. 
 
WE ARE TOO OLD TO DO THE LABOUR PART OF IT, WHAT DO WE DO? 
 
Many of our clubs tend to have members who, due to age, are limited in what can be done 
manually. This is the ideal opportunity to form partnerships with numerous options available. 
Schools, family, councils, other clubs, scouts, girl guides, Landcare groups, environmental bodies, 
social clubs, ethnic groups, senior citizens clubs. The list is endless. 
 
WHEN DO WE PREPARE THE SOIL, PLANT THE TREES AND WHAT THEN? 
 
There will be variations state to state and area to area. However, as we progress with our reports, 
we will attempt to provide suggestions to assist you. 
 
Tim Moore 
Chairman 
 
 
CONTACT YOUR COMMITTEE 
 
Chairman Tim Moore (Western Australia) – 0419 040 036 
Secretary Jean Saxby (Victoria) – 0421 442 045 
Geoff Turnbull (Victoria/Tasmania) – 0427 229 322 
Paul McInnes (New South Wales) – 0413 758 979 
Geoff Freudenstein (Queensland) – 0432 233 983 
Norm Sommerville (South Australia/Northern Territory) – 0408 859 386 


