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STANDARD FORM
LIONESS CLUBS CONSTITUTION AND BY-LAWS

ARTICLE 1
NAME

The name of this Organisation is the Lioness Club of ___________________

ARTICLE 11
PURPOSE

The purposes of this Club shall be:

1 To co-operate with the Sponsoring Lions Club.

2 To provide Community Service opportunities for individuals under the jurisdiction of the Sponsoring Lions Club. 	
	
3 To unite its Membership in Friendship, Fellowship and Mutual Understanding.  

ARTICLE 111
SPONSORSHIP

1 This Club is sponsored by the Lions Club of ____________________and its operations shall be and are subject to the jurisdiction and supervision of the said Lions Club. Such jurisdiction control and supervision shall be exercised in a manner which will promote the best interests of the Lioness Club Programme.

2 This Club acknowledges that the name "Lioness" and the Lioness Emblem are the Copyright of the International Association of Lions Clubs, and that the authority of the Association is required for the use of the Lioness Name and Emblem.

3 This Lioness Club acknowledges that no group or organisation shall be entitled to recognition as a Lioness Club unless there is sponsorship by a Lions Club.
                    
ARTICLE 1V
PROJECTS


1 Subject to the provisions of Article 111, this Club may plan and implement Service Projects within the Community in addition to those Projects of the Sponsoring Lions Club to which it lends support and co-operation.

2 Community Services of this Club shall be financed primarily through Public Fund-raising Projects. Direct costs of any such Project may be paid from funds so raised, but no portion of the nett income realised in any Public Fund-raising Project shall be used to finance any Administrative expense of this Club or to directly or indirectly benefit this Club or any member thereof. The Sponsoring Lions Club may direct this Lioness Club as to the expenditure of nett income, provided that the Lioness Club may make recommendations to its Sponsoring Club as to its views concerning expenditure of the nett income.



ARTICLE V
MEMBERSHIP

1 Membership in this Club shall be granted to any Person who is of Legal Majority, of Good Moral Character and with Good Reputation in the Community, who, upon Sponsorship by a Member of this Club and approval of the Club Board of Directors,  receives and accepts a written invitation to join and pays the then required fees of this Club.

2 Classes of Membership:  

(a) Membership in this Club shall be Active and such other classes as the By-Laws of this Club may provide.
	
(b)	Members of all Classes shall be included in total Membership count 
for purposes of Annual Levy.

3	Termination:  Membership in this Club shall cease and terminate upon:

	(a)	Acceptance by the Club's Board of Directors of a written resignation
		PROVIDED THAT the Board may with hold acceptance of any 
resignation until all indebtedness has been paid, all Club Funds and Property have been returned, and the right to use the Club Name, Emblem and other insignia has been surrendered.

or	(b)	Termination of existence of this Club as provided in Article XV. 

or	(c)	A vote therefore at a Regular or Special Meeting of no less than two
thirds (2/3) of the entire Membership of this Club in Good Standing at the time of such vote.

or	(d)	A vote therefore of no less than two-thirds (2/3) of all Members of 
this Club's Board of Directors.

or	(e)	A vote therefore of the Board of Directors of the Sponsoring Lions Club.

ARTICLE V1
MEETINGS

1	Club Meetings

	(a)	Regular Business Meetings of this Club shall be held at such times
and places as set forth in the By-Laws.

(b) The Club President may at any time, and upon written request by no less than twenty-five percent (25%) of the Members in Good Standing, call a Special Meeting of the Club. Such call may be given verbally or in writing, but it shall be given to each Member in Good Standing and shall designate a time and place reasonably convenient to a majority of the Members in Good Standing and state generally the purpose of such Meeting. Such notice, if written, shall be considered as given when deposited in the mail and addressed to each Member at the address as shown in the Club Records at the time of mailing.
(c)	Quorum:  The presence in person of a Majority of the Members in Good Standing shall be necessary for a Quorum at any Regular or Special Meeting of this Club.

2	Board of Directors Meetings

(a)	Regular Business Meetings of the Board of Directors shall be held at times and places as provided in the By-Laws.

(b)	The President may at any time call, and upon the written request of any three (3) Members of the Board shall call a Special Meeting of the Board. Such call may be given verbally or in writing, but it shall be given to every Member thereof, and shall designate a time and place reasonably convenient to a majority of such Members and set forth generally the purpose of such Meeting. Such a notice, if written, shall be considered as given when deposited in the mail and addressed to the Member at the address shown on the Club Records at the time of mailing.

(c)	The presence in person of the President or Vice-President and any three (3) other Members of the Board shall be necessary for a Quorum at any Regular or Special Meeting of the Board.

(d)	Any Member of this Club in Good Standing shall have the right to attend any Regular or Special Meeting of the Board of Directors, but no such Member may speak at any Board Meeting except by consent of the Board.



ARTICLE  V11
OFFICERS

1	The Officers of this Club shall be a President, Vice-President, Secretary and Treasurer and such others as may be provided in the By-Laws. Each Officer shall be a Member in Good Standing, take Office on July 1 following the election and serve for a term of one (1) year or until a successor has been elected and qualified. No Member may hold two (2) Offices simultaneously.

2	Unless specifically provided otherwise in this Constitution, the duties of the President and Secretary shall be those described to their respective positions of Office in Joske's "Law and Procedure at Meetings in Australia".


ARTICLE V111
BOARD OF DIRECTORS

Subject to the provisions of Article 111:

1 The control and supervision of the Business and Affairs of this Club shall rest in the Board of Directors comprising all Officers of the Club and three (3) Directors elected by the Members of the Club.

2 Unless rescinded or modified by the Board itself, decisions of the Board of Directors shall be effective for all purposes unless and until reversed or modified by a vote of 	two-thirds (2/3) of the Members of this Club in Good Standing at the time of the vote.

3 The Board of Directors shall have general control over all Committees and Officers may over-ride the decision or action of any Officer, and for good cause, may declare any Office vacant and appoint a Member in Good Standing to fill any unexpired term thereof.

4 The Board of Directors shall present an Annual Report of its operations to the Club Membership and to the Sponsoring Lions Club.

ARTICLE 1X
ELECTIONS

1 Election of Officers and Directors shall be held annually, at a Meeting specified in the Club By-Laws. No more than a majority of the votes cast for any Office or Directorship shall be necessary for election thereto.

2 The names of Elected Officers to be notified to Cabinet Secretary before 15th April.

ARTICLE X
COMMITTEES

The By-Laws shall provide for Constitution any By-Laws, Finance, Project and such other Standing Committees as may be deemed necessary for the Administration of the Club. The President, with the approval of the Board, may appoint such Special Committees as deemed necessary from time to time.

ARTICLE X1
FEES AND DUES

1 In addition to the minimum entrance fee of $______ per New Member, this Club shall charge such additional fees and dues as shall be necessary from time to time to meet the Administrative costs of this Club and as are specified in the By-Laws.

2 Any Member who shall owe this Club any monetary obligation at the time of any vote at any Regular or Special Meeting, or at any other time at which the question of Good Standing is raised, shall automatically forfeit the right of voting by virtue thereof and be considered for all purposes as not in Good Standing so long as the obligation remains unpaid.


ARTICLE X11
MEMBERSHIP AGREEMENT
 
By Accepting Membership herein, each Member of the Club agrees to uphold, and be bound by, the provisions of the Constitution and By-Laws of this Club, and such Policies as applied by the International Association of Lions Clubs, the MD201 Council or by the District Governor and Cabinet which administers this Club's District.



ARTICLE X111
BY LAWS

The Board of Directors of this Club shall prepare and present, and a majority of the Members in Good Standing of this Club shall adopt, at a Regular or Special Meeting, such By-Laws as are deemed necessary to the efficient operation of this Club, PROVIDED however, that all such By-Laws shall be consistent with the provisions of this Constitution. Any By-Laws or Amendments thereto, which shall contravene any provision of this Constitution or any Policy of the International Association of Lions Clubs or any of such additional regulations which may be applied by the Multiple District 201 Council of Lions Club International and/or the District Governor and his Cabinet of District 201 shall be null and void and of no effect.


ARTICLE X1V
EMBLEM

1 The Emblem of this Club shall be:
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	Such Emblem shall remain the sole property of the International Association of Lions Clubs and shall be the Emblem of the Club and Members thereof only so long as the Certificate of Recognition of this Club has not been revoked by the International Association of Lions Clubs.

2 The entitlement of each Member of this Club to wear or otherwise display the same in a dignified and appropriate manner shall automatically cease upon termination of membership or the existence of this Club.


ARTICLE XV
DURATION


This Club shall cease to exist upon the occurrence of any of the following:

1	Vote of this Club to terminate by two thirds (2/3) majority of all Members in Good Standing at a Special Meeting called for by the Secretary for the sole purpose of discussing such termination. All Club Members having received 14 days clear notice in writing of such Meeting. The Notice shall state clearly the date, time, location and Order of Business of said Meeting.

2	(a)  Receipt by any Officer of this Club of written notice of Withdrawal of Sponsorship by the Lions Club of _____________________companied by written confirmation under the hand of the District Governor or Cabinet Secretary of the Lions District in which the said Lions Club is situated that such Withdrawal of Sponsorship has been endorsed by a resolution of the Cabinet of such Lions District.   (Amended February 2010)

(b)  For the purposes of the last Sub-Clause no such resolution by a District Cabinet shall be submitted for consideration until not less than 14 days written notice thereof has been forwarded by the District Governor or Cabinet Secretary to the Club the sponsorship of which is proposed to be withdrawn. The Club shall be deemed to have the right to be represented  by an Officer of the Club at the time when the resolution proposing the endorsement of the withdrawal of sponsorship is considered by the District Cabinet and such Officer may, with the prior approval of the District Governor, address Cabinet prior to the resolution being voted upon.   (Amended February 2010)

3 Receipt by any Officer of this Club of written notice of Revocation of the Certificate of Recognition of this Club by the International Association of Lions Clubs.


ARTICLE XV1
PARLIAMENTARY AUTHORITY

Unless specifically provided in this Constitution, all questions of Procedure in the Operations of this Club shall be governed by Joske's "Law and Procedure at Meetings in Australia".


ARTICLE XV11
AMENDMENTS

This Constitution may be amended only by action of the Regulations of the International Association of Lions Clubs, the Multiple District 201 Council of Lions Club International and the District Governor and his Cabinet of District and all amendments adopted by such bodies shall automatically amend and become provisions of this Constitution. M.D. Lioness Committee shall be advised of these amendments and provisions.


ARTICLE  XV111

The Fiscal Year of this Club shall run from July 1 to June 30.



Article XV DURATION – Clause 2 (a) and Clause 2 (b) amended February 2010





















LIONESS CLUB BY-LAWS

By-Laws of the Lioness Club of  ______________________________________


ARTICLE 1
ELECTIONS

1 Election of officers and Directors of this Club shall be held annually prior to April 15th. Those elected shall take office on July 1 following their elections.

2 Nominations of Officers shall be made either in writing or from the floor. Candidates shall be voted upon at the regular meeting following the meeting at which nominations are made. Voting shall be by secret ballot or such other method as the Board of Directors shall determine. Those candidates receiving a majority of the votes cast the members present and in good standing shall be elected.

ARTICLE 11
FEES AND DUES

1 Each new member shall pay an entrance fee of $ _______________

2 Each Active member shall pay annual dues of such amount as shall be determined by the Board of Directors from year to year.


ARTICLE 111
COMMITTEES

The President, with the approval of the Board of Directors, shall appoint the following Standing Committees:

1	Constitution and By-Laws: This Committee shall be responsible for reporting any violations of the Constitution and By-Laws of this Club to the Board of Directors and for study and recommendation to the Club Members of any needed or proposed amendments to the Club By-Laws.

2	Finance: This Committee shall be responsible for determining ways and means of financing any and all Club Operations and Projects.

3 Project: This Committee shall be responsible for initiation and implementation of Club Community Projects.

4 No Committee of this Club shall implement a Project until the plans for the particular Project have been approved by the Board of Directors at a duly constituted Board Meeting.

5 A Liaison Lion, appointed by mutual consent of this Club and Sponsor Club, shall be responsible for reporting Lioness Club Projects to Lions Club Board.




	
ARTICLE IV
AMENDMENTS




1	These By-Laws may be amended at any Regular or Special Meeting of this Club but only upon the affirmative vote of a majority of all members present in good standing, PROVIDED:

(a)	Notice of the respective Amendment or Amendments and the Meeting at which such amending vote is to be taken is given at least (14) fourteen days prior thereto at a Regular Meeting at which a Quorum is present.
 
and	(b)	Such Amendment or Amendments be approved by the Board of the 		Sponsoring Lions Club.

2	Any provision of these By-Laws which conflicts with the Constitution of this Club shall be null and void and of no force or effect.			
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